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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To improve light-emitting efficiency and 
to reduce power consumption by applying a voltage, whose waveform 
has the shape of a high voltage which is sufficient to generate a 
sustaining discharge after having the shape of a low voltage preceded, 
for a long time. 

SOLUTION: When a plasma display panel(PDP) is driven, a pulse- 
shaped voltage shown in (a) is applied on a common electrode and a 
scanning electrode. The pulse shape (a) is formed by applying a low 
voltage VI for a long time tl. e.g.. t1=3 microsec, VI =100 V, 
thereafter applying a high voltage V2 for a long time t2. e.g., t2=3 
microsec, and V2=1 50 V. The feature of this pulse shape is set so 
that the actual discharge is generated at the time of applying the 
succeeding voltage and the discharge is not generated at the time of 
applying the preceeding voltage, A pulse (b) having such a shape is 
applied on the common electrode 13 and the scanning electrode 12, 
respectively and is used for a sustaining discharge pulse. 
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